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The Blueprint for Zero to Five is a structure for planning, funding, 

advocacy, accountability, and policy decisions. Developed through 

the Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Initiative of the 

Alabama Department of Public Health, Alabama’s Blueprint for 

Zero to Five is based on the report from the National School 

Readiness Indicators Initiative, a 17-state initiative with these 

objectives: 
 

 to create a set of measurable indicators related  

to  and  defining  school readiness that  can  be  

tracked over time at the state and local levels; 

 to have states and local governments adopt this 

indicators-based  definition  of  school readiness,  

fill  in gaps in  data  availability,  track  data  over  

time and report findings to the citizens; 

 to stimulate policy, program and other actions to  

improve  the  ability  of  all  children  to  read  at  

grade level by the end of the third grade. 

 

Statewide support for the Blueprint as the comprehensive 

plan for children’s healthy development and school readiness 

results from state leadership, input from local service 

providers and parents, and a unified message about what 

young children need to develop optimally. 

Alabama Early Childhood              

Comprehensive Systems Initiative 

The Blueprint for Zero to Five is supported by the Alabama 

Department of Public Health through the Early  

Childhood Comprehensive Systems Grant. 

 

Blueprint for Zero to Five Partners 
 

Alabama Attorney General’s Office 
 

Alabama Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics 
 

Alabama Department of Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention 
 

Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs/Office of School Readiness 
 

Alabama Department of Human Resources 
 

Alabama Department of Mental Health 
 

Alabama Department of Public Health 
 

Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services/Early Intervention 
 

Alabama Medicaid Agency 
 

Alabama Network of Family Resource Centers 
 

Alabama Partnership for Children – Smart Start 
 

Alabama State Department of Education 
 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama 
 

Child Development Resources 
 

Childcare Resource Network  
 

Childcare Resources 
 

Children’s Health Systems 
 

Community Foundation of Calhoun County 
 

Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham 
 

Family Guidance Center of Alabama 
 

FOCAL - Federation of Child Care Centers of Alabama 
 

Head Start State Collaboration Office 
 

Parent Representatives 
 

Pediatricians and Primary Health Care Providers 
 

Reach Out and Read 
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The ARC of Alabama, Regional Agencies 
 

United Cerebral Palsy 
 

United Way Success By 6 
 

VOICES for Alabama’s Children 
 

The Blueprint for Zero to Five is offered 

as the starting point for directing 

resources and efforts toward what has 

proven to make a difference in the  

lives of young children. 

 

Ready Families in Ready Communities  

+  Ready Services (Health) 

+  Ready Services (Early Education) 

+  Ready Schools  

=  Ready Children with Bright Futures 

 

Blueprint for  

  Zero to Five 
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